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Asian-Pacific Children’s Convention in FUKUOKA (APCC) started
its grassroot international exchanges based in Fukuoka in 1989,
and the year 2022 marks its 34th year of its citizen-centric
activities. Although it has been challenging for APCC since 2020
due to the COVID-19 pandemic, we kept taking steps forward by
developing online exchange programs and our own educational
website. The end of the pandemic means a fresh start for us, and
we will strive to renew ourselves to keep building a bridge of
OMOIYARI toward 50 and even 100 years from now.
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Mayor, Fukuoka City
Honorary President, Asian-Pacific Children's Convention in FUKUOKA

Soichiro Takashima
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APCC was created as a commemorative event of the Asian-Pacific Exposition,
in celebration of Fukuoka City’s 100th anniversary. In the course of 34 years,
APCC welcomed approximately 9,600 children from 55 countries and regions
while sending approximately 3,300 children from Fukuoka to 40 countries and
regions, which helped its programs to grow into one of the biggest stages of
international exchanges in Fukuoka. This solely attributes to the enthusiasm
and effort of all the supporters including our host families, volunteers and
cooperative enterprises. We would like to express our sincere gratitude for their
support. For the past few years, APCC has taken on new challenges to provide
children with opportunities of international exchanges despite the COVID-19
pandemic. One of the new initiatives is “APCC for Education”, our new
educational website which connects “classroom and the world” and “school and
enterprises.” Last autumn, for the first time in 3 years, we invited Peace
Ambassadors from 12 countries and regions and delivered an in-person event
with the citizens of Fukuoka. We, APCC, will keep improving ourselves by
adapting to changes with increased flexibility and be true to our slogan, “We are
the BRIDGE.” As much as we hope that children will grow into future leaders
with global fluency through our programs, we are excited for this grassroot
international exchange programs to be widely utilized in schools and
businesses.

Governor of Fukuoka Prefecture
Honorary Member of the Board of Directors, Asian-Pacific Children's Convention in FUKUOKA

Seiichiro Hattori
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Asian-Pacific Children’s Convention in FUKUOKA (APCC) started its journey
as the Heisei Era began, and we are celebrating its 34th anniversary this year. |
am delighted that, even in the midst of the pandemic, the international
exchanges were held at a large scale with participants from all over the world by
making the best use of the online resources. APCC has welcomed
approximately 9,600 Junior Ambassadors and sent approximately 3,300
children in Fukuoka abroad since the beginning. Trust and friendship that was
nurtured here in Fukuoka is contributing to a growing network of people. |
would like to pay my sincere respect to the motivation and contribution of all
parties who supported APCC including the NPO staff, volunteers and the host
families. Laying “development of human resources of the next generation” as a
pillar of the Fukuoka prefectural government, we are nurturing young people to
play a vital role on the international stage. It is important to interact with people
with different languages, cultures and values and recognize each other’s
differences and diversities from a young age. | hope that children in Fukuoka
will grow into true global citizens through a variety of initiatives including
BRIDGE KIDS PROGRAMS. At the same time, while using the resource that was
accumulated over the course of its long history as a driving force to move
forward, | hope that APCC will keep building a bridge of OMOIYARI for the
next 50, even 100 years.
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We, as members of the APCC, will become global citizens with an "OMOIYARI" spirit creating
a more peaceful world where the smiles of children abound.
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APCC (Asian-Pacific Children’s Convention in FUKUOKA) was E
launched in 1989, the year of Fukuoka City’s 100th anniversary,
as a commemorative event of the Asian-Pacific Exposition. In
2019, the 31st APCC renamed its initiative to “BRIDGE KIDS
PROGRAMS” which consists of the exchange program in Tk
Fukuoka: “BRIDGE Summer Camp” and the overseas exchange
program: “BRIDGE Challenge Trip.” Having these two operations SlEgEm
as core pillars, APCC developed a variety of international Objectives

exchange programs and are providing children who are the
future of Fukuoka and the Asian-Pacific countries and regions
with opportunities to gain global mindset and OMOIYARI spirit.
Due to the COVID-19, between 2020 and 2022, APCC has been
maximizing its values by developing online programs and
creating new initiatives by utilizing its own resources and
network.
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The Asian-Pacific Children's Convention in FUKUOKA
Chairperson

Yutaka Aso
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For the past 34 years, APCC has been focusing on creating opportunities for
children in Fukuoka to gain interest in and to be motivated in diving into the whole
wide world through the international exchanges. Interacting with the friends of the
same generation from abroad triggers new interests and motivation. It goes the
same for the online exchanges this year - children took on new challenges to
communicate with the people from a variety of countries and regions in English,
and it was great to see how they grew through each interaction. In autumn, Peace
Ambassadors visited Fukuoka, which was the first in-person program in 3 years.
They participated in the APCC program as Junior Ambassadors when they were
11 years old, and have been engaging with us through BRIDGE CLUB upon their
return. It is invaluable to us that they are flourishing in their own countries and
regions while still maintaining connections with APCC and Fukuoka. This is thanks
to the corporations, volunteers, and people in the community who supported us
throughout the time, and we would like to express our appreciation for all of
them. In order to make the best of such a network and to provide children with
opportunities that trigger learning and findings, we have created our educational
website “APCC for Education.” We have been able to aim for the same goal while
adapting our program to the dynamic society, environment and generation to
provide children with opportunities of intercultural exchanges, which has only
been possible with your support. We will keep delivering initiatives for the
children who carry the future to equip themselves with global perspectives,
curiosity and a growth mindset. Thank you for your continued support.

Host Organization

BRIDGE KIDS PROGRAMS
We are the BRIDGE -We connect dreams around the world-

DBy interacting with each other, children from Asia and the Pacific will learn more
about each other's countries, regions and cultures

(@Promote mutual understanding among the countries/regions of Asia and the Pacific

@Nurture young people to be culturally sensitive and have an international
mindset, and create an environment that encourages this

Asian-Pacific Children's Convention in FUKUOKA (APCC)
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APCC Supporters Association
Presidents

Susumu Ishihara
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34th APCC: BRIDGE KIDS PROGRAMS 2022 concluded successfully by
delivering “BRIDGE Virtual Summer Camp” where 122 children from 21
countries and regions and 61 elementary school students in Fukuoka interacted
and the first in-person “Peace Ambassador Program” in 3 years where we
invited 13 participants in Fukuoka from 12 countries and regions. Since 2020,
COVID-19 prevented us from delivering our core programs: the exchange
program in Fukuoka and the overseas exchange program for almost 3 years. As
a result of continuously examining the ways to enable international exchanges
despite this challenge, we were able to utilize this difficult time to create new
initiatives such as “BRIDGE Virtual Summer Camp” by making the most of the
online resources and “APCC for Education”. We believe that the connections
with the countries and regions around the world that APCC has cultivated for
over 30 years will contribute to the internationalization and the development of
Fukuoka. Resuming the in-person program next year, we will strive to keep
making an effort to increase interests in different cultures and international
exchanges of children and citizens in Fukuoka by making the most of our
experience and new know-hows gained from the pandemic. We are extremely
grateful for the continued support we received amidst the challenging time, and
for this | would like to express my deepest appreciation. “APCC Supporter's
Association” will keep offering our support so that APCC will be enriched and
develop further.
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BRIDGE KIDS PROGRAMS 2022 EX#E

BRIDGE Virtual
Summer Camp 2022
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Despite the pandemic, we continued delivering “BRIDGE Virtual
Summer Camp” where children interacted with each other online
through 5 sessions under the theme of “Let’s make friends around
the world” between July and September 2022. 183 children
participated, which consisted of 122 Junior Ambassadors from 26
delegations of 21 countries and regions and 61 FUKUOKA KIDS
(4th-6th graders in Fukuoka prefecture who were selected through
the open recruitment process.) They enjoyed their time to nurture
their friendship by deepening their understanding towards a variety
of cultures regardless of the language barrier through activities
including dance and discussions over the worldwide concerns for
the environment.
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Peace Ambassadors(PAs) came back to Fukuoka for the first time in 3
years! PAs are former participants of APCC who fulfilled their role as
Junior Ambassadors(JAs). 13 PAs from abroad and 2 Japanese PAs took
part in a variety of interactions within the Fukuoka prefecture and
exchanged ideas to further expand the operations of the BRIDGE CLUB,
the alumni network, in the respective countries and regions. They spent
heartwarming moments engaging with elementary school and junior high
school students in Fukuoka and reuniting with their host families.
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BRIDGE KIDS PROGRAMS
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Serving as APCC’s annual summer program, the BRIDGE Summer Camp invites over 200
JAs and chaperons from more than 30 countries and regions to Fukuoka. During the two
weeks, participants interact with people in Fukuoka through homestays, attending schools
and an interactive camp, which turns the whole of Fukuoka into one big campsite. At the
“We are the BRIDGE festival”, a performance event open to the public, JAs sing and dance
in their traditional clothings.
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APCCD2AKE2BRIDGE KIDS PROGRAMST 1. 1BE2 A o BRIDGE KIDS PROGRAMS undertakes two of the biggest

operations of APCC, the exchange program in Fukuoka:

rBSIDG\E Sumrpe\r Camp] tf}ﬁ%ﬁ!@jBR|ODGE_Cha]|enge TripJ “BRIDGE Summer Camp” and the overseas exchange program:
AL FICCCHEERRELIBBERRA T/ S0 BEALTE “BRIDGE Challenge Trip,” which are international exchange
4.00FBD2020~2022F D3 F I3 A VIAVLEDR T EENEL programs targeting mainly children. Due to the pandemic, 3
y o p s ) - : years between 2020 and 2022 were delivered online and we
2023FENSIIBREONBCOBELBRAILIFETT. are expecting to resume the in-person programs as of 2023.
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Every spring break and every other summer break, BRIDGE Challenge Trip sends children
(about 10-18 years old) to the countries and regions within the APCC network for about a week.
They have opportunities to develop understanding of different cultures through homestaying
and visiting local schools. Through this trip, not only they get to experience life abroad, they
also develop interests and inquisitiveness in Japanese culture.
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